Ch-ch-ch-ch-Changes

A few years ago, when there were some changes in my life, a friend recommended a book, Transitions: Making Sense of Life’s Changes, by William Bridges. It was helpful personally for me
at the time. Today, these principles resonate
with where we are as a church, and as The
Church. Bridges describes transition as having
three phases: endings, neutral zones, and new
beginnings.
When the corona virus began disrupting our
lives, and we began following sheltering at
home orders, we found ourselves at an ending
for some things, whether we wanted those endings or not. For many of us, going about our
regular routines of going to work, school, and church changed. Sheltering
at home meant reconsidering trips to go shopping for food, medicine, or
other necessities. Teachers lost the opportunity to gather with their students, students lost the structure and safety of school, surrounded by
caring teachers, support staff, and friends. High school and college seniors have to forgo traditional graduation ceremonies, parties, proms, and
awards celebrations. Our places of work meant working from home,
working six feet apart, or on different schedules with new safety protocols. Jobs are furloughed or just ended. For our church, suddenly we were
online only for worship and meetings.
We may be still in this ending stage. Do we still mourn what we have
lost? Certainly that is true for us as a congregation. I am preparing this
week for our 8th Sunday of online worship. We’ve missed two Second
Saturday breakfasts. Small group studies and meetings are online.
After 125 years of being a church in this community, the loss of the ability
to gather together seemed inconceivable. What should we do? Just as we
carry the loss of loved ones with us forever, we cannot simply forget what
we have lost and move on. We can and should acknowledge our deep
sense of loss. Yes, here it is, a deep sorrow. We won’t forget, but we can
perhaps set it aside a bit to make room for whatever and whenever our
new beginning will be. When our transitions are simpler, like when there
is a pastoral change, time in the neutral zone is spent planning for the
new beginning. While we can occupy this space in the neutral zone, we
do not know yet when and what our new beginning will be. What we can
do is focus more on our mission, our reason for being, our vision, and our
values. Fortunately, we have taken some time in the last year to discuss
these guiding principles, both in worship and in large and small groups,
both our mission and our vision.

ples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
We’ve simplified this statement in this way at Marvin: Love, Care, Serve that is to love God, care for each other, and serve the world.
A vision statement answers these questions: What are our hopes and
dreams, what problem are we solving for the greater good? Who and
what are we inspiring to change?

Last September, at an Administrative Council meeting, we worked with
“vision cards” from our workshop with John Dyer to focus on the values
most important to us. Here were the results, with the “most important”
values listed first:

à
à
à
à
à

à

We are Christ-centered. We believe in the power of the cross, God’s
Word, the Holy Spirit, and prayer, to provide direction for faithful
living as Christians.
We love others with compassion, seeing every person as a valued
child of God.
We meet the needs of the congregation.
We are good stewards of all of God’s gifts.
We listen to the needs of the community and communicate with each
other and the community, sharing information and encouraging each
other.
We value relevance for everyday living through faithful obedience as
we reach out to our community, nation, and world. Our mission
work, at the core, builds relationships with the people we serve, and
with each other, strengthening our relationship with God.

In short, our vision is: to practice the radical inclusion of Jesus Christ in
worship, spiritual formation, and acts of service.
Our conference shared has some points that we should consider and discuss. “24 Questions You Must Answer Before You Start Welcoming People Back.” You can find a link to it on marvinmethodist.com
As we travel through this “neutral zone” together, I invite you to consider
all that we have done in the past (worship, missional and service work,
Bible study & Sunday School, community meals, etc.) and begin “sorting”
them into three categories:

1-What do we keep?
2-What do we stop?
3-What do we start?

With each part of our church life,
let’s consider them through the filter
of our mission and vision statements,
and how they reflect what we say we
value. What do you think? I’d love to
What’s the difference between mission and vision? A simplified answer is hear from you - call/text/email/
that mission is about today, and vision is about tomorrow. Mission state- direct message me! Or bring your
ideas with you when we meet each
ments answer the questions: what do we do, who do we serve, and how
Thursday evening on Zoom
do we serve them?
Meeting ID: 926 8297 2844 or call on your phone: 301 715 8592

The mission statement of The United Methodist Church is “to make disci-

—Pastor Amy—

Blood Drive Saturday
May 30th 10am-3pm

OneBlood is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) community asset responsible for providing safe, available and affordable blood to
more than 200 hospital partners and their patients throughout most of Florida, parts of Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina and North Carolina.
They distribute nearly one million blood products annually,
employ more than 2,000 people, operate more than 80 donor centers and deploy nearly 200 signature Big Red Buses
throughout their service area for blood drives.

Why are we hosting a appointment
only Big Red Bus Blood Drive?

Because they provide everything needed from start to finish.
That means cookies, juice and a gift for each donor. All we
have to do is supply rest rooms for the staff. Donors will have specific donation times, and will either be asked to wait in their vehicles until their time
arrives or they may wait in a social distancing tent that OneBlood provides. Before entering the bus, donors are checked and masked to insure the
safety of those giving blood, as well as those drawing the life giving blood.
We have committed to donating a minimum of 15 units out of a maximum 24 units that can be safely drawn from 10am to 3pm. There are several slots
for two at a time, which might work out great for couples who are sheltering in place, as well as many one at a time slots. Search by zip code and date
to find links to sign up online or you can call 1-888-9DONATE (888-936-6283) during business hours and someone will assist you.

Monday Night Bible Study

Assist with Worship

On Mondays, we will begin a new study of the book of Acts: Catching Up
with the Spirit. There's no better explanation for how to live out the Great
Commission - following the instruction of the resurrected Jesus Christ to
spread his teachings to all the nations of the world, than in the book of
Acts. It's all about God's grace! There is a (free!) online portion you can
watch weekly here: https://my.amplifymedia.com/amplify/series/
unitedmethodistpublishinghouse/30870-acts 0and you can purchase a
book, if you would like, on Amazon or Cokesbury (search Acts: Catching
Up With the Spirit by Matthew Skinner). The kindle version is around $11
and the print version is $17. Beginning at 7:00, we will watch the video (or
you can watch earlier in the day if you'd like), and at 7:15, we will have a
(Zoom) discussion. Please let Pastor Amy know if you would like for her to
order a book for you and have it delivered to your house.
Join URL: https://zoom.us/j/98047950236 or call 1 301 715 8592 from
any phone and use this Meeting ID: 980 4795 0236
NOTE: If you'd like to Zoom some other time (in addition to Monday
night), please let me know and I'll schedule it!

Will you participate in online worship? By recording (video or audio)
reading of scripture (that I provide) and/or music - vocal, instrumental or
both. Don’t let technology block your willingness to volunteer! Let’s talk
and figure out what will work for you!

Thursday night check ins

Ongoing Ministries

Miss seeing or hearing from each other? Join us for an all-church checkin on Zoom every Thursday at 7:00
Join URL: https://zoom.us/j/92682972844
Or Dial using ANY kind of phone: (for landlines, be aware this is a long
distance number) 301-715-8592 Meeting ID: 926 8297 2844

Friday morning coffee & conversation

Coffee and Conversation happens every Friday morning at 9 on Zoom .
Just take some time and look at the lectionary each week (goggle “daily
lectionary” or look for the link on our website.), and then
Join URL: https://zoom.us/j/99874892191 or call 301 715 8592
US (using any phone Meeting ID: 998 7489 2191

Sunday school to move to online

Missing your Sunday School class? We have access to both video and
phone only technology that could help your class continue to “meet!” Or
perhaps now is the time to start a new small group to read scripture together, to study a particular book, or to practice the Wesleyan tradition of
meeting regularly to ask and answer — “how is it with your soul?” Please
email, text, or call Pastor Amy if you want to learn more about how

Keep those cards and letters coming

Another way to keep our connection strong is through sending each other
cards, letters, emails, or calling. If God is calling you to “do” something,
perhaps this is it. Please let me know if you are willing to help us all stay
connected using these tools!

Thanks to all who helped purchase and fill baskets for nursing home and
UMAR residents! The kin-dom of God includes everyone! Ministries that
reach out in hard to reach out times speak volumes about how we love
and care for ALL of our neighbors.
Don't forget to continue to stock our Blessing Box and food for our backpack ministry. You can drop off donations for the Blessing Box AND
Backpacks in the church or at the parsonage. (Please label them), or we
can make arrangements for them to be picked up at your home. You may
also support either of these financially and we’ll find someone to shop for
you.

I know you do not believe
but I am old enough to
What it was like at Marvin the itremember
the summer
when all children were
summer of 1944
quarantined because of
“Polio was a plague. One day you had a headache
and an hour later you were paralyzed. How far the vi- the polio epidemic. We
rus crept up your spine determined whether you could were not allowed to leave
walk afterward or even breathe. Parents waited fearful- home for any realy every summer to see if it would strike. One case
son. There were various
turned up and then another. The count began to climb.
degrees of polio from mild to total paralyzation
The city closed the swimming pools and we all stayed
home, cooped indoors, shunning other children. Sum- and some were in an iron lung. Starlene Logan
Jack was a victim and had many surgeries on
mer seemed like winter then.”
her legs. Ronnie (her husband) had two brothRichard Rhodes, A Hole in the World
ers that spent 6 months in the hospital. OrthoIn an interview with long time church member Joann
pedic hospitals were very common.
Brooks, she recalled a summer when she, and all children,

ADAPTING TO OUR NEW NORMAL:

were quarantined and not allowed to leave home for any
reason, as the polio endemic struck fear into the hearts of
parents and children in this part
of the country. We’ve since
heard others make
comparisons between polio epidemics and the
Covid 19 pandemic.

There is no doubt that we can learn from our past. At one
time on the wall of a West Lincoln classroom the phrase
“those who forget the past are condemned to repeat it.” ominously reached out to fresh young minds who even in this
day may not fully understand its implications.
Polio existed well before the 1900’s, but at its peak, in the
40’s and 50’s, polio paralyzed or killed more than half a million people world-wide, every year.
Joann was asked to share what she remembered, and what
she thought we might learn from this time, not so very long
ago, to help us now.

The difference between the virus and polio was
polio usually affected children. Unfortunately,
this virus affects infants to 100 year old
adults. Today there are many things that require our attention and it is difficult to stay
home, go to work, care for children and senior
citizens.
The history of polio is interesting because it
was around for many years and a vaccine was
not available until the early 1950s. I remember
the first vaccine I had was given orally on a
sugar cube. Infants are now given polio vaccine in the first few months of life .
We pray this will soon pass. But, we must follow the regulations of the health authorities
and the medical researchers that are working for a cure and vaccine to prevent the virus
as we have for polio.

For everything
there is a season
What a strange time this has been for all
of us, but no one has been more affected
by the inability to gather and celebrate the
big moments of life than our graduating
high school seniors.

Daniel Hopkins
For the last 13 years, I’ve been a part of the Marvin family. Every
step of the way, I’ve felt God’s love flowing through the veins of
this Church, and into me. From the Sunday School classes of Carol Holmes, to those of Sonia Richards, and especially in Barbara
Ritchie’s frequent and warm hugs and greetings, Marvin has always been a place of welcome to me. Some of my most cherished
memories include the pool parties at Dot and Roy’s, which always ended summer break on a
high note, practicing for the Christmas Pageant under the guidance of Libby Gursky, and en-

I still remember my own graduation,
held in a crowded gym. Despite admonitions from the principal, one of
my friends sitting on those bleachers,
there just for me, yelled out my name
-- actually, my nickname, as I walked
across the stage. I remember singing
the school song with the chorus class,
and hearing my words read in the
class poem, which I wrote that
year. Since then there have been other graduations, mine, and my son’s
graduations. It is hard to fathom that
this year’s graduations and year end
celebrations will be deferred, postponed, or canceled.

joying some delicious chicken pie after an exceptional service from Pastor Amy or Pastor Jim.
Although I do miss those years past, more recent times have brought positive experiences just

We invited our graduates to share a
little bit with us some of what they are
feeling and remembering, particularly
with how our church family has
helped and encouraged them along
the way. Graduates, we are proud of
you, we celebrate all your hard work,
your accomplishments, and we look
on with excitement with and for you
as you pursue your dreams! Know
that we are with you, praying for you,
and hoping this temporary disappointment will make you stronger,
filled with more hope, and knowing
that even in adversity, God remains by
your side.

I know that going down this route is going to be a challenging one, but knowing that I have
such a loving family to come back home to every weekend is so amazing to even think about. I

Congratulations, class of 2020!
—your Marvin Church Family

taken away by this virus. Music and Theatre have helped me to find
the things that I am good at and the things that I enjoy. I enjoy helping younger students and

as much as before; the annual mission trip to Plymouth is a great way to help those in need
while making new friends and memories with youths from other churches, not to mention
enjoying a day at the Outer Banks. Marvin UMC has helped to create the person that I am today, and I hope to make all of you proud in the future, whether that be through athletic and
academic achievement at UNCA, becoming a leader on a future mission trip, or serving our
country in the US Armed Forces. I look forward to seeing all of you after this quarantine, and I
can’t thank you enough for shaping me into who I am today.

Emma Norwood
I am going to go to Caldwell Community College and Technical
Institute in the fall and study Culinary Arts and possibly double
major in Hospitality. My hope for the future is that with this pursuit in the culinary field I can eventually transfer over to Johnson
and Wales University and continue my education to become either a professor or a chef at someplace huge like Disney.

cannot thank all of you enough for how much you have done to help me get this far in my life.
How many times you’ve pushed me to get out of my comfort zone, to find my voice, and how
much you’ve inspired me to do things that I didn’t think were in my reach. I cannot thank you
all enough, please remember to be safe, make smart decisions, and I will see you all sooner

than you think. And once we do, we can celebrate!

Drew Ellis
My senior year at West Lincoln High School has not ended the way I
thought it was supposed to, but I am finishing high school either
way.
Throughout high school I have been involved in the marching band,
concert band, and theatre. It has helped me to open up and perform
in front of other people. I was to play the lead role as Gomez in the
school production of The Addams Family last month but that was

helping people in general.

In times of great uncertainty, the
Church is called to spread hope.
One of the difficulties in being a church not able to worship
together is in terms of stewardship. Most giving happens
during our worship services. This time apart challenges us
physically, mentally, spiritually, and financially. The work
of the church goes on, and many of our expenses are fixed,
not varying much whether we are meeting in our building
or not. In fact, the needs of our neighbors, our community,
and our world will likely increase during this time.
It is important, then, to continue to offer your tithes and
offerings. Some of you have already found and are using
our online giving portal for one time or regularly scheduled
donations. http://marvinmethodist.com/giving
For others, you may be more comfortable mailing a check
to the church. Please use our mailing address: Marvin
UMC, 2731 Startown Road, Lincolnton, NC 28092 and put
“Attention: Treasurer” on the envelope. We will then make
sure the unopened envelopes get to our treasurer. If you
have questions or concerns, or need help setting up online
giving, don’t hesitate to call Pastor Amy.

Recently, Pastor Amy asked if anyone would like to share
their answer to this question:

"Where have you seen love?"
Thanks to Jane Ziemba for this reply:

Backpack Ministry Needs
Pop Tarts. fruit cups, raisins, ramen noodles, individual
packets of oatmeal and grits, Jell-O pudding cups, maccheese, bags, and crackers are needed. Drop them off in
either the fellowship hall or the basement where we pack
them normally. Please pray for the students at all of our
county schools that they will be covered, protected and
have enough food to get through the next couple of weeks.

Send a card this month to :
Ruth Poston, Peak Resources, 7615 Dallas Cherryville Hwy,
Cherryville, NC 28021
Eleanor Ramseur 7615 Dallas Cherryville Hwy, Cherryville, NC
28021
Dare Lewis, 958 Baily Springs Drive, Lincolnton NC 28092

Nancy Watts, 3258 Startown Rd., Lincolnton NC 28092
Martha Ogburn 3190 Startown Road, Lincolnton NC 28092
Are there other homebound members that should be on this
list or our prayer list? Please let Pastor Amy know!

reached over and rubbed the top of my head.
I see love shared when ….our church family supports
the community with food through the backpack ministry and the food box.

Pastor Amy, for sharing your love with us
My neighbors (both in or near their 70’s) took the time
And to Audra Ellis for this reply:
to build a playhouse from plywood for their young
grandchildren. Then took the time to watch them enjoy I saw love this week when several parents from West
it.
Lincoln High School asked for donations on Facebook
In David’s last few weeks when he was too weak to do for yard signs to recognize all 185 seniors because the
school said it wasn’t in the budget to pay for this. The
much, I placed my head on his bedside and told him
how much I loved him, and that I would miss him, but if community showed love by raising/pledging over
he was ready to go home, it was ok, I understand. He $1700 in less than 24 hours pay for the signs.

May Birthdays
5 Jeannie Cherry
6 Sydney Baucom
11 Kaylee Kistler
13 Bethanna Macomson
13 Alan Rydell
16 Elizabeth Norwood
22 Jane Ziemba
25 R.L. Lawson
29 Cindy Koehler

June Birthdays
4 Clint Rydell
5 Mary Kistler
8 Brooklyn Black
11 Bill Kistler
15 Emma Norwood
15 Rachel Moirea
16 Sheila Reep
20 Laura Dellinger
24 Addie Ellis

Blood Drive at Marvin May 30th 10am to 3pm
More information is on
page 2, but we need 24
donors to pick out a
scheduled time to donate.
Please pass the word and

signup online or call
888-9DONATE today!

Want to stay up to date with Marvin UMC? Check out our Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/MarvinUnitedMethodistChurch as well as
our website: www.marvinmethodist.com. We have also started broadcasting on YouTube a daily Porch Prayer, a 3 to 5 minute talk and prayer during this time. Search
for marvinmethodist on
YouTube and look for our
blue logo and subscribe!

2731 Startown Rd
Lincolnton, North Carolina
28092
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pastoramy@marvinmethodist.com
Cell: 704-740-5974

